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-
MEMORAIIDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL

e v BUREAU O0F INVmSTIGATION
: . : g

Although the bulk of criminal offenses occurring
in the course of recent riots have been local rather
than federal in matura. the guestion as to whstner
there was an organization which (a) had made 2avancea

‘plans for, and (b) was active during any of thes ricts

" in the swmmer of 1907 is ons thai cannot zlways be
repaL;y resclved by local authoritizs. In view of th2
seriousness of the riot activity across the country,

1t issmost important that you use the maximunm availabls
resources, ifveétigat;ve gnd intelligence, to collzct
and report all facts beazing upon the guastion 23 TO
vhether thaere has bsen or is a scheme or conspiracy by
any group of whatsver slze, erfectiveness or affiliaticn,
_to plan, promote or ‘aggravate rict activity. ]

In this connection the following federal statuiss
'could be apvlicable 'epending, of course, upon the faziual
situauwop that dave oRsS: . - S

l
' pitle 18 USC “Sec

tien
the inciting or engagl
~Insurrection against & . L
United States. o -

Title 18, USC, Secton 2384, which proscribes

conspiring to overtihrow or o deatTC} by force

the Gov“”q::uu of tha Unitzd States or %o

oppose by forces the authority thereol or oy

. force to prevent, hinder or d=iay the exscouitiin

.of any law of the.Ugitad Siatas. -
& o
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Govar“uvuu of the United Jtates or the Govern-
‘ment of any state, territery, District or , )
possession thsraof or tne Governmant of aay
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political subdiv

sion therein by force or
violénce. : ‘ :
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Selective Servicz, 50 USC (Apn.) L62

"Travel and Intersiate Tra nsportation,
18 USC 1952 (4rson) Con T
18 USC 831-3% (Explecsive) .

Assault and ¥iliing of Fedsara

Employees, 18 USC 1il, 1ik and‘223l

Destruction of Government Lﬂonerty, 18 USC 1361 et a2l

Federal Firezarms Act, 15 USC 901-909

Crimes on Federal Reservations, 18 USC 13, 81 et al.

: I appreciate that the
“alert to this vprovblzm and.'is c

gence reportvs to us aboutv rio nG about, the acU1v1uy of
certain groups and individuals before, durlnc and afte

a riot. Indeed, the President hes said both pu01¢01y a
private_y that the ¥BI is conducting extensive and CO"O”QQEH-
sive 1nvesz15atlons of thes % : ‘

& has constanuly been
Atly submitting invelli-

There per81sus, however, a WLdespread belief

there is more organized activity in the riots than w
presently Xnow abouv. We nust revobn1ze, I believs 2
this is a relatwvelj ‘new area of investigation and 1n ell
gence reporting for the F3I and the pDrtment of Jugtice
We have not heretofore had t0 deel with the possibility
of an organized pattern of violence, cons’t‘,:»_tutn,n:> 2

o Vlolatlon of federal law, by a grouv of persons who make

. . the urban ghetto their base.of operation and whose
activities may not have been” reﬂul Flj monltored by
existing intelli?ence sources.

(T) ch
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In these c1v unmsti “os w2 nust be certain that

every atterpt is baing mads uo get all inPormetio
e

‘ - bearing upon these ﬂﬂoblv';; to uvakKe’ every step possiole
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DIRECTOR - /"3 ' "D
; . ’*’%bcrul Barsat of Junestigatiog .

Uuited Siates Degartuent of Jusiice
Washiugtan, D, ¢,

“August 24, 1936.

CONFIDZNMTTIAL MFAORANDUL

uQ
' 79

This morning, in accordance with the request of the President

conveyed to me personally by him last VWednesday in New York City, I called
at the Vhite IouSa at 9:15 and was with the P3931dent wntil 10:15.

"He was desirous of dlSChSSln7 the question of ths sgbvefsive
activities in the United Suates, particularly Fascism and Commuriisu. XHes
had previously received the memorandum which I had prepared COVL.i“? =7
conversation with General Smedley Butler and the effori of Father’Couzalin

,L

{

to have General¥Butler head an exoedition to Mexico. I informsd the President

PR

conceraing certain recent develooments in the Commnistv acvivities in
counurJ, o“;ulculﬂﬁlv the efforts of the Bridges organization in Sen
cisco and taoeir nrog:e>51ve control of the shipping oa the Pacific
the Gulf Coast and thelr recent exXpansion to shipping operations on the
vlantic Coast. I told him that vhile their contract will expire om.
September 30, 1926, they are endeavoring to have it vemporarily extended
~uatil April 14 1937, in order to conform to the same date that the Unit
" Mine Workers'! contract ex01res, which orzanization is headed by John L
Lewls. I told him that the Bridges organization was practicelly con‘*oll
by Communists and that the Commumnists had now de01aed to make very definii

plans to get control of the Lew1s organization. A

-
—
T\

‘ P

e

|

I called his attention to the activities of the Newspaper Guild

Py
3 .

headed by Heywood Broun, waich has strong Communistic leanings, and whie
ﬁ

has been responsible for putting out of opsration the Seattle Post Intel-
o

I3

§

to getl control of thesse three groups and by doing so they would be able at
any time to paralyze the¢ country in' that they could stop all shippinz in
and out through the Bridges organization; stop the operation of indusiry
through the Mining Union of Lewis; and stop publication of any newspapers
of tae country tarough the Newspaper Guild. .

I also related to hinm the activities which have receatly oc-

curred within Govermmental service inspired by Communists, particuiarly
in soms of the Departments and in the National Labor Relations Zoard.

MW 54932 Docld:32989719 Page 10
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I likewise informed hin that I had received information to the
¢ffect that the Comaunist Internationale in lioscow has recentlj issued in-
siructions for &ll Communists in tne United States to vote for Presi
Rsosevelt for reeslection and against Governor Landon becaiise of the
taet Governor Landon is opposed to class warfaras.

-
0

o
[ XV

&
a

~
odasd
Fad
s

The President stated that he had been considerably conce;“ed
about vhe rovements of the Comunists and of Fascism in the United Stat
end that while the Secret Service of the Treasury Department hed assure
him thev uhef had inlormants in every Communist group, he believed tha
i? that was true it was solely Tor the’ purpose of gelilng any 1n;o*v~*
upon plots upon his life, whereas what he was interested in was obt

a2 brozd picture of tae general movemeat and its activities as mey a
economic and political life of the couniry as a vhele. I told him
is at ©the present time no governmental orgenization waich is getting
so-celled Y"general intvelligence informztion® upon this subject. He inguired
wihat suggesTions 1 migat orer reizvtive TO Thls matier. 1 toil uim itlhab
the appropriation of the Federal Bureau of Imvestigation contains a provi-
sion that it might invesiizaztle any matters referred to it by the Depsrimani
of State and that if the State Department should ask for as to conduct such

q c}‘ I—i)

an investigation we could do so under our present authorivy in the andro-

1 priatica already grauuV - He stated that he is reluctant to have a formal
Teguest come through the Suaue Deparvment because of the many leaks therein, |
“bui tuuu what he would do would be to put & handwritten memo-h.iam_ofmh;;_ ‘
ovm_in his safe in the fhite House, stating he had insirucisd fhe Secreiary.
of Stuue 10 recucst 'uig_i ormation to be optained by the Department of & ¢
Justice. He stated he would nave tha Secretary of State at the %White House

tomorrow afternoon, ond asked me to call at the Thite House at 1:45 Deite
to see him, the Pr831uenu, end the Secrstary of State, at which tizme the
ratter could be furtiher discussed and an oral reguest could be made of =ma
by the Sscretary of Stats for 1nvestlﬁauion 50 as to avoid eany possibility
of ary leak.

ki
itk

3
s

He suggested that I endeavor to coord;npte any investigation
alonﬂ sirilar llnes vinich mlg.t be made by the Military or Naval IntelliZehes
Serv;cus. He stated thet the Secret Service was not being brought in on %his
invesiigation as they should confine themselves sirictly to the matter of
protecting his 1life and the survey wnich he desired to have made wasz on 2
much dbroader {ield. ' ’ )

John Edgar Hoover.

MW 54932 Docld:32989719 - Page 11




| JUNN UG L
| . DIRECTOR ) 3 ‘ ‘
‘ .J?tbm'al Zuevan of Juuestigation

“uited States Depardment of Justice
Tlashington, 2. €. : ’

August 25, 1936.

CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM

o
o Poday, in line with the request of the President, I cailed a
Thite House at 1:/45 p.m., and present at the conference were ihe Presiden
the Secretary of Staie and mysell. The President related to the Secretery of
State his concern relative to Cozmimist activities in this country, as well as
LFascist activitiec. YHe stated inat he was very desirous of having a survey
‘made of these conditions and informed the Secrevary of ‘State that this swvey
 could be made by.ihe Department of Justice if the Secretary of State reguested
the Departuent to conduct the inquiry, &s under the Appropriation Actl this
Bureau would have autiority to mcke such investigation if asked to do so Dy
the Secretary of State. The President pointed out that both of these move-
ments were internciionzl in scove and thet Communism particularly was directed
from Moscow, and thzi there had been certain indications that Oumarsiy, &t-
torkad +o *ha Russian Soviet Frraszy, wes a leading figure in some ol the
ectivities in this country, so consequently, it was a matter which Jell witaz:®
the scope of foreig: affairs cver vhich the State Depariment would have & rigev
to request an inquiry o be uude. :

' The Secretary of State inquired if a request should be made in
writing. The President indicated that it shomld not be since he desired th
.matter to be handled quite confidentially and that it would be sufficicat that
‘the President, ihe Sccretery of State and I should be the ones aware of this
request. . C

The Scerctary of State asked that the investigation be made afid {ien
made several suggestions - one, relative to the making of a protest, sitier
formelly or informally, to the Russian Government relative to its interierence
with affairs in %hic country. Discussion was also had as to the information
obteined indicating that the Third Internationale had indicated preference Jor
Roosevelt 2s egainct Landon. It was the opinion of the President that some -
statement should be zade slong this line by the Attorney General at sn early
date. Tho President asked that I speak to-the Attorney General, upon his re-
turn to the city, about this matter, and he suggested to the Secretery of
State that he ialk over the technique to be followed in this particular aspect,
with the Attorney Uenoral. : : '

. John Edgar Hoover.

. .
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D!RL“TAYE OF THE PRESIDEXNI OF THZ UKITRD STATES ot
SEPTEKEER 6, 192

-
.

o A .
-
<

“rhe “Attorney Gnncral h“w been requested by me to instrucy
the Fedcral Bureau of Investlgaiion. of the Department of Justice
to take charge of investigative work in matters relating to caplc pce
sabotage, and violations of the neutrality r-gulstions. .

Qerest. .t L. AL LYo ). v Jeemdan A daa A na\m-.-nnhnnn~un [ ls!
LDy LA hu.&..’u 170 U iailie o ceda e e [P STODIPIN

effective manner on a natlonal basis, and all inform‘vlon isuct be
. ecarcfully sifted cut and Corrcl“tcd in order io avoid confiuszion auq

irresponsibility, . .

. : . . : . H
- "T'o ¢this end I reguest all police.officers, sheriivs, and
all other law enforcoment officers im the Urited States provpily 1o
turn’ cver to the mearest representative of the Federal Suresu ol
Iuvcotlgatlon any information obtained by them relating o csplo
counterespionzge, abot“gc, subversive oo pri ies and violetlion

the neutrallt y la“s.“
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REPORT SECURITY MATTERS TO F3I

o . -

“On Scptemoer 6, 293¢, ] issued a di-
rectzve providing tﬁat the Federal 3Surean of
Invc¢11gazion ol the De pa tmeat of Justice
should tezke charge of 1nves; gative work ia
matters relating 1o espionage, sabotage and
violations of the. meutrality revulau*ons,
pointiang out thaf thke investigations must be
conducted in a compr eheﬁslve mann€ér, on 2a

.national basis, and all ipformatiou carefully

sifted ocut and correlated in ovder 10 avoid
confusion and irresponsibility. I then
requested all police of{ficers, sheriifs, and
other law enforcement officers in the United
States, promptly to tura over 1o the nearest
representative of the *Federal Burecau of

Investigation any such information.

"I am again calling thec attention of all
enforcement ofi 'cers 10 the reguest that they

- P i
TLRCTT La L BUCa iaidimativw promplly Lo Lpe

‘nearest f{ield representative of the Federal

Bureau of Investigation, whichk is charged
with the respoasibility of correlaiing 1his
material azd referTing matiers which are
under the JthSdlCIIOD of any other Federal
agenc;_W1th respoasibilities "in this field

‘10 the appropriate agency.

"] suggest thzt all patriotic organiza-
tions and individuals likewise report all
such information relating to espionage and
related matters 1o the Federal Bureau of

Investigation in the same manner.

“I am confident that all law enforcement
ofilcers, who are now rendering such invalu-
able assistance toward the success oI the
Jdnternal safety of our country w111 cooperaue
in this matter.

fm/z.iﬂw

Janvary 8, 19143
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L ~ On Septler be‘ 6, 1939 ﬂ'x" Jc.:m:ry 8 1943 a Presi-
| dentin:l Directive was issu :d providing ths tra Pederal Bureau
F of .hr.'csutgat*! o1 of the Deparissnt of Jus‘.x c2 should tak : .3
: charge of :m\.es..ﬁge. ive work in patters rcl_.'c,r‘;f to esplonage,

, sabot._‘r-:,, svbversive activities and related raiiers. It vas
. pointud out that the' inves tigaiions must he conduc ch. in a
Teangpiechionsive banter on a MNatlona) basis and 221 “nformaticn
careluily sifted ocub and cov-rela zd in order t~ avoid confusion. o
T. th'ﬂrl Tibn +n '3"“"’1 An1Y tha pttentin- af 291 Pwlasinamand -

et om wm waiisemae @

0Ly "icu--s, boith Fedsra and smtc, to the reguest thnt they re-
“- port eil Inforrmation in the above covmerated ficlds pre=pily
to thy neorast Pield Reprosdniats V2 of the Fedarzl Duresu of .

Invas t.'::.ticn, vl c,.‘z is c)nz‘ge' wEith Lhe reshonsibi ility of : '
CCorrelnling thic raser rial and referting daliers which are wader o
tho jurlsdictieon of any other Fedsral agzney with responsibiii. -
#tles dn ihds fiedd to tha appropr iate rpency, . :
I suvsc"t that 221 ratriou.mc o:‘gmiz:t jens and ' _
mdiv%u.ul., Ukorise report all such mi‘nz-:ﬂ.'-‘ion rolating to . ’ A

: csplonape, sabotzge and -subversive aciivitiss to the Foderal . :
i Bare:m o.f Investization in this same panner, . . : g ©
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"DYRBCTIVE CF THE FRESTDENT OF THEL UNYTED STATES -

DECENBER 15, 1953

"On Septeumber G, 1Quq Japnary 8, 1943, and July 24,
1960, Pre sddential ,;:cctivov vore,isaued rOQLusting all enfoico-
ment officers, boii rederal and State, 1o report promptly all
ln‘ornmuion relating to espionage, sabotage, subversilve activiiles
and rclated metterns to the ncearest field rcpchcnta ive o2 the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, . A . .

: | "he Fecural Bureau of Investigation is chargca il

“dnvestigating )1 violations of the &tonlc anrvv Act, inciuding
the 1L1n311 € uor‘ or dmport of Lissionable shaterial, tbe 1llepgal
possesuion ox trawawgrtat4oh ol fissionable material and the
iliegal production, iransfc *, or pos:owcion of any eguinment or
aevice uii;-ﬁxng i:calonablo waterial or 2tonic energy &5 a nilitary
wc"won. ‘Pissiencbie material’ means pTuLnnlun, uranium»&:é‘o,
othér, materiul which the Atomic Energy Commission has dzternmined
to be capable of relcasing substantinl guantities of energy through
nuciear shain reaction, I an requesting that all cniorcement :
officers' bolh Federal and State, xeport all information relating

- to vJoJapiono of ihe Atomic Energy Act to the ncarest field reprew-

. scnta tive of the Fedceral Bureau of Investigation,

i' "I suggest that nll patriotic orgenizations and iundividusls
Jdgewise report all cuch information to the. Federal burcau of. .
Ir restigation in thc same manner." - . .
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Mr. Dalbey . " baTe: 5/16/72 '
J. A. Mintz O/,;}*"/. ' ‘ " ' _ n "
FBI JURISDICTION: CRIMINAL .

INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION .

: You requested analysis of the legal authority for FBI
criminal intelligence collection and its rela’clonshm to owr statutery
jurisdiction in criminal matters. o : :

"The gathering of criminal intelligence information"
describes activity not subject to precise definition, However, its
general objective is well uaderstood by those engaged in law enfc*‘“e:zze"*
There exist malwdz_als and groups whose daily occupations are directed
toward prefit wi houL re'“ard to the restraints o1 tne mv'. :u Dy i

acls may be cbsery ed DY LhC most astute lav enforcement obhserver.

Their existence and contmbﬂhcq to the sum of criminal behavior has been

detected and to some degree measured by the collecticn of data con cerning
their personal life- Styles vroperty holdings, associates, imlu 1ce, and
-access to capital. Such information has been characterized as "eriminal

intelligence, ' : RS

L, For years, the FBI has been aware of the need to ideniily
these resources of the criminal element. Congress responded to (his
need through the Organized Crime Conirol Act of 1970, The Consressional
flndm'rs were that organized crime in the United Siates is a highly |
soplustlcated, diversified, and \Vldespre'ld activity that annually drains

billions of dollars from America's economy by unlawful conduct ahcl b :
the illegal use of forcé, fraud and corruption., Legitimate business and
Iabor unions are infiltrated and corrupted and our democratic processes
are subverted. The problem was declared {o be .of of national concern
both as to our economy and the domestic security. '
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